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National Context – Spain

I. Trend in the construction sector/demand

II. Trend in production, consumption and trade in ceramic tiles

III. Latest developments at national level in energy supply regulation

and taxation

IV. Development in standardisation at national level

V. Development in regulations at national level affecting ceramic tiles

(notably environmental or health & safety regulation)

VI. Other national developments



I. Trend in the construction sector/demand

The construction sector shows a moderate dynamism

Spain’s real estate market consolidates its upward trend. The number of 

home purchase and sale transactions continues, increasing by 11 % year-on-

year in 2018 up to August. 

The construction of new housing is growing in some regions. Planning 

permission for new developments increased by a significant 25.8% year-on-

year in the current year up to July. In any case it starts from very low values. 

In 2007 the number of finished dwellings was 641 thousands. In 2017 it grew 

36 %, but it was only 55 thousands. Renovation of buildings and dwellings is 

leading the construction activity.



I. Trend in the construction sector/demand

Construction
(Year-on-year percentage change except as indicated)

Spanish economy reports

Ministry of Economy



II. Trend in production, consumption and trade 

in ceramic tiles

Exports grow at a low average rate of 1-2% with decreasing trend. 

Domestic market grows around 6-8%, at a lower speed than 2016-17.

Production follows the decreasing trend of sales and could end the 

year in negative growth. 

Exports (value) Industry production index

Exports 2017: 2,686 Million euros (+4.5%)

2018 data up to August 
Prod. 2017: 530 Mill. m2 (+7.7%) 
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IV. Latest developments at national level in energy 

supply regulation and taxation

Natural Gas

Continuous efforts are being made to boost the development of the Iberian 

gas hub, specially to increase its liquidity, in order to reduce costs for 

consumers, specially energy intensive industries.  

Although the Spanish market is slowly improving, it is still considered an 

‘emerging’ gas hub compared to other European gas hubs which are more 

mature (greater volumes of gas are traded and more active players 

participate), hence have more competitive prices.

Electricity and cogeneration 

Electricity prices are drastically increasing. The government is studying 

possible measures to try to reduce the electricity bill for consumers.  

With respect to cogeneration plants, the industry is requesting a new 

regulation to extend the operating lifetime of existing plants which are 

reaching the end of their regulated lifetime. 



IV. Latest developments at national level in energy 

supply regulation and taxation

Future Law of Climate Change and Energy Transition

This proposal for new regulation will probably be published by end of 2018. 

It will become the main instrument to achieve the European objectives in the 

area of sustainability, and those derived from the Paris Agreement.

The Law will define the medium and long term framework that guarantees a 

smooth transition to a low carbon economy, which is adapted to climate 

challenges. This regulation will allow to develop a new economic model, 

which is expected to generate economic growth and employment.

Furthermore, it will be a big challenge for the current Spanish production 

and consumption model. 



V. Development in standardisation or regulation at 

national level affecting ceramic tiles

There’s been no new developments on national standards or 

regulations affecting ceramic tiles during the last year. 


